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What This War Means 
To American Christians 


BY REv. J. C. MACAULAY 


Pastor, Wheaton Bible Church 
Wheaton, Illinois 


“Occupy till I come” — Luke 19:13 


It does not come within my 
province to discuss the attitude of 
the American people to the present 
war crisis. The creation of politi- 
cal sentiment is not my task. As 
a Britisher I thankfully acknowl- 
edge the wide measure of sym- 
pathy shown in this country to the 
Allies. Because by being here as 
an ambassador of Christ, not as 
a British agent, I dare not compro- 
mise my higher task by meddling 
with anything which would savour 
of propaganda. This renewed con- 
flagration rapidly spreading over 
Europe has a decided bearing on 
the Christians of this country. In 
the non-political sphere, certain 
questions arise in our minds, clam- 
ouring for an answer. 

The first of these questions has 
to do with the great subject of re- 
ligious freedom. A few years ago 
this was regarded as closed be- 
cause a settled question. Religious 
freedom was almost universally 
recognized as an axiom of civili- 
zation. But within our generation 
strange things have happened. Rus- 


gia had her revolution, accom- 


panied by a tidal wave of God- 
hatred. Religion was added to the 
category of crime in the new Soviet 
Republic, and bitter propaganda 
has been relentlessly pursued to 
stamp out the very thought of God. 
Japan used to be regarded as the 
most enlightened and most liberal 
of the non-Christian nations. Gos- 
pel freedom was enjoyed there to 
a remarkable degree. But Japan 
went totalitarian and imperialistic. 
Reaching out her conquering hand, 


known for some time how assidu- 
ously Japan has insisted on Shinto 
Shrine worship in Korea and Man- 
the Sunrise Empire laid hold of 
Korea, then Manchuria, then North 
China, then South China. We have 
churia, insisting on this heathen 
practice even in Christian schools. 
We learn now that in the con- 
quered areas of China, the same 
persecution is being indulged. Many 
exceedingly fine missionaries are 
faced with the grave doubt as to 
the reasonableness of their return 


to Japan’s controlled territory be-" 


cause of the unmitigated pressure. 


Italy seemed to be showing a lit- 
tle more tolerance within her own 
borders for a time. Then she went 
out to seek new conquests. Ethi- 
opia fell beneath her iron fist; the 
result being the expulsion of all 
foreign missionaries, that is, non- 
Italian missionaries, leaving a 
small, struggling native church to 
carry on the best they could. Thank 
God, they have carried on heroical- 
ly. 

Germany had her Nazi revolu- 
tion. Everything must bow to the 
state. Conscience might no longer 
be free. Woe to him who would 
have a God transcending the Nazi 
state. Niemoeller is but one of 
the multitudes who, in the anguish 
of concentration camps, are pay- 
ing the price for refusing absolute 
submission of body, soul and spirit 
to the new regime. Germany, or 
Naziism we should more correct- 
ly say, is just as bent on the total 
submission of the entire personality 
as is the Soviet power of Russia. 

A .conversation of Hitler is re- 
ported in part in the Lien Fra- 
ternel of April, 1940, a most de- 
pendable and evangelical sound 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


Jesus Washing His Disciples’ Feet 


BY THE EDITOR 


|. The Immediate Purpose. 
2. The Spiritual Lesson. 


3. Should Churches Observe Foot- 
Washing as a Public Ceremony 
Today? 


Recently a brother in Bairds- 
town, Texas, a woman at Peters- 
burg, Illinois, and other friends at 
Bloomington have inquired about 
foot-washing. Primitive Baptists, 
Mennonites and some others have 
the custom of public foot-washing 
as a sign of humility and brother- 
ly love. It will be helpful to study 
the account in John 13:1-16. Let 
us read the passage observantly 
and try to find the answer to our 
questions and get a great, abun- 
dant blessing for our hearts. 

“Now before the feast of the 
passover, when Jesus knew 
that -his hour was come that 
he should depart out of this 
world, unto the Father, having 
loved his own which were in 
the world, he loved them unto 
the end. And supper being end- 
ed, the devil having now put 
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into the heart of Judas Iscariot, 
Simon’s son, to betray him; 
Jesus knowing that the Father 
had given all things into his 
hands, and that he was come 
from God; He riseth from sup- 
per, and laid aside his gar- 
ments; and took a towel, and 
girded himself. After that he 
poureth water into a bason, 
and began to wash the dis- 
ciples’ feet, and to wipe them 
with the towel wherewith he 
was girded. Then cometh he 
to Simon Peter: and Peter 
saith unto him, Lord, dost thou 
wash my feet? Jesus answered 
and said unto him, What I do 
thou knowest not now: but 
thou shalt know hereafter. 
Peter saith unto him, Thou 
shalt never wash my feet. Je- 
sus answered him, Jf I wash 
thee not, thou hast no part 
with me. Simon Peter saith 
unto him, Lord, not my feet 
only, but also my hands and 
my head. Jesus saith to him, 
He that is washed needéth not 
save to wash his feet, but is 
clean every whit; and ye are 
clean, but not all. For he knew 
who should betray him; there- 
fore said he, Ye are not all 
clean. So after he had washed 
their feet, and had taken his 
garments and was set down 
again, he. said unto them, 
Know ye what I have done to 
you?. Ye call me Master and 
Lord, and ye say well; for so I 
am. If I then, your Lord and 
Master, have washed your feet; 


ye also ought to wash one an- 
other’s feet. For I have given 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


With the Editor 


The tabernacle revival at Peters- 
burg, Illinois, closed last Friday 
night. With a fine crowd there were 
eight or ten professions of faith, 
and a happy spirit throughout the 
service. Some homes started fam- 
ily worship, six or eight men prom- 
ised God to quit tobacco, about ten 
families started tithing. 

One young married man who 
trusted Christ a few nights before 
out in his automobile where he had 
listened to the sermon, and climbed 
out with his young wife, both of 
them to claim the Lord publicly 
at the invitation, held his hand on 
nearly every proposition — held it 
as high as he could! He quit to- 
bacco, and promised to begin 
thanks at the table, a regular 
period of Bible reading and prayer 
with the whole family, and to be- 
gin to tithe. How his face did 
shine! 

a * * 

Mrs. Rice spoke to a man of 
about thirty or thirty-two in the 
invitation Friday night, and after 
a great struggle he came forward 
to the altar. But he was not satis- 
fied, and I asked one of the good 
preachers present to take the Bible 
and review with him the plan of 
salvation and the promises of God. 
He seemed to have a great strug- 
gle. His wife is an earnest Chris- 
tian, he had a boy to follow in his 
footsteps. He had been drinking 
beer some. At home they had been 
talking about the Lord some. He 
picked up the Bible, which he rare- 
ly did, and his little son said, 
“That’s momma’s book!”’ 


After the service was dismissed 
Brother Ray called me to the 
young man with whom he had been 
reading the Scriptures and praying 
and he said, “This young fellow 
has a few doubts, Brother Rice, 
and he needs your help.” 


“Some doubts! Well, let’s see 
who you're doubting,” I said. “Are 
you doubting about you yourself, or 
are you doubting about Jesus? Do 
you doubt whether you are good 
enough, whether you can live right, 
whether you feel right; or are you 
doubting about whether Jesus is 
able to save, willing to save, and 
whether He will keep His Word?” 

“Oh, of course I am not doubting 
about Jesus. I know He will do 
what He says. But I am doubting 
about myself,” he said. 

“Well, that’s fine,” I said. “I 
doubt about myself, too, and I 
doubt about Brother Ray, and about 
everybody else but Jesus. I doubt 
about being able to live right, I 
doubt about my feelings. But that 
may not bother you at all, because 
you are not the one that does the 
saving, are you? So doubts, or no 
doubts, if you trust Jesus Christ to 
save you, He will do it, won’t He? 
He promised to! Brother Ray has 
just read the scriptures that show 
He promised everlasting life to ev- 
ery poor sinner that will come and 
trust Him and depend upon Him. 
You don’t doubt Him, do you?” 

Slowly a happy grin spread over 
his face. God had made it clear to 
him that the saving all depends 
upon Jesus, and there he placed 
his trust in Jesus. He took my 
hand in both of his and held it 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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Next week we have, God willing, 
a fine revival sermon by Dr. W. B. 
Riley which will warn, arouse, con- 
vict, and save sinners, we trust. We 
have also a strong article on tith- 
ing by the editor, answering the 
alibis of objectors. Don’t miss an 
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‘It Is Finished!’ 


By Dr. H. A. IRONSIDE 


Pastor Moody Memorial Church 
Chicago, Lilinois 


Let us ponder verses twenty- 
eight to thirty of the nineteenth 
chapter of John: 

“After this, Jesus knowing 
that all things were now ac- 
complished, that the scripture 
might be fulfilled, saith, I 
thirst. Now there were set a 
vessel full of vinegar: and they 
filed a sponge with vinegar, 
and put it upon hyssop, and 
put it to his mouth. When 
Jesus therefore had received 
the vinegar, he said, It is fin- 
ished: and he bowed his head, 
and gave up the ghost.” 


Our blessed Lord here brings to 


completion the work He came from. 


Heaven to aecomplish, that is, 
making propitiation for sins. He 
did not come simply to be an ex- 
ample to mankind or to teach us a 
new way of living. He came into 
the world for a certain definite pur- 
pose. He said, “The Son of man 
came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister and to give his 
life a ransom for many.” That 
shows why He came. So all the 
way through He had His face 
toward Calvary. Again and again 
His enemies tried*to destroy Him, 
but they were absolutely helpless, 
“and he, passing through the midst 
of them, went his way.” They tried 
to take Him one time at Jerusa- 
lem, but He completely disap- 
peared from their sight. They 
could do nothing until His hour 
was come. Then He voluntarily 
went forth to meet them in Geth- 
semane’s garden, and with no re- 
sistance, put Himself in their hands 
and accompanied them to _ the 
house of Caiaphas and to the judg- 
ment halls of Pilate and of Herod, 
and then back to Pilate. Con- 
demned to die, He went forth bear- 
ing His cross. He allowed them to 
nail Him to that cross, and to be 
lifted high between earth and 
Heaven, for now the hour has come 
toward which all the eternity of 
the past had been looking, and 
toward which all eternity in the 
future looks back — the hour when 
the blessed, eternal Son of God 
who had become man for our re- 
demption “made a little lower than 
the angels for the suffering of 
death,” “that He by the grace of 
God might taste death for every 
man.” Now He is about to be 
offered up as the great Sin-Offering 
in order that we might be brought 
to God that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him. 

You remember that our blessed 
Lord was six hours on the cross. 
The first three hours, from the 
third hour to the sixth hour — the 
sixth hour is high noon according 
to the time used in the synoptic 
gospels — from the third to the 
sixth hour the sun was shining. 
During that time our Lord suffered 
from the hands of man. But it was 
not the physical sufferings of Je- 
sus that made atonement for sin. 
All that man heaped upon Him, He 
endured, but that did not settle 
the sin question. But at high noon 
the radiant sun suddenly became 
dark, and from the sixth to the 
ninth hour there was darkness over 
all the land. That darkness was 
but a symbol of the deeper dark- 
ness that wrapped Immanuel’s soul, 
for now at last God was dealing 
with Him in judgment about otir 
sins. Now His soul was made an 


offering for sin. It wasn’t just His. 
body, it wasn’t His physical suffer- | 
ing merely, but His soul. In the in- | 
most depths of His being He was' 


ment that our sins had filled. He 
was drinking the cup of wrath 
which, had it been placed to our 
lips, eternity would have been too 
short for us to empty. But because 
He was the infinite One, He could 
drain it to the dregs in those three 
hours. This was the cup from 
which His holy soul shrank in 
Gethsemane’s garden when He 
prayed, “My Father, if it be pos- 
sible, let this cup pass from me: 
nevertheless if this cup may not 


pass except I drink it, thy will be 


done.” It wasn’t death that terri- 
fied Him, it was not physical suf- 
fering that He dreaded, but it was 
the enduring of the wrath of God 
against Him. But He arose from 
that conflict in the Garden and He 
went forth saying, ““‘The cup that 
my Father hath given me, shall I 
not drink it?” 


“Death and the curse were in 
that cup, 
O Christ, ‘twas full for 
ee: 


Thee: 
But Thou hast drained the last 
dark drop, 
"Tis empty now for me. 
That bitter cup, love drank it 


up, 
Now blessings draught for 


me. 
“For me, Lord Jesus, Thou 
hast died, 


And I have died in.Thee,. 
Thou'rt risen; my bands are 
all untied, 
And now Thou liv’st in me 
When purified, made white and 
tried 


Thy glory then for me.” 


He took my place, He was there 
for me. He was there bearing what 


sinful man deserved in order that 


we might be eternally saved. And 
we read in verse 28: “After 
this...” As you compare this 
with the other gospels, you will see 
that “‘after this” really meant after 
those hours of darkness passed, 
after Jesus cried, “My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me,” 
after this, Jesus remembered one 
scripture was yet unfulfilled. Oh, 
how many scriptures had been ful- 
filled that day, forty or fifty of 
them all fulfilled in one day! But 
one was yet unfulfilled. In one of 
the Psalms it is written, “In my 
thirst they gave me vinegar to 
drink.” That hadn’t been fulfilled 
yet, so Jesus cried, “I thirst.” And 
one ran and took a sponge and 
filled it with vinegar and held it 
up for Him to drink, and He drank 
the vinegar, a symbol of the bit- 


terness and hatred of men’s hearts . 


toward God. And after He had 
tasted the vinegar, He cried, “It 
is finished!” That is only one word 
in the Greek, telelestai It is as 
though He cried, “Completed!” 
That is, the work that He came to 
do was now accomplished. He had 
emptied the cup of judgment, He 
had made it possible for guilty 
sinners to come to God, and find 
complete justification, deliverance 
from every charge. This is the 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 
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What This War Means 


“ty? 


. 


To American Christians 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


magazine, published in France. 
Here are a few of the sentences 
translated out of the French and so 
coming to you third-hand so far as 
the language is concerned, 

“All Christian confessions will 
have to be on the same footing. 
They have no more future, at any 
rate, for Germans.” 

And a 

“A German church, a German 
Christianity — how absurd, One 
is either a Christian or a German; 
ore cannot be both.” 

It might be of interest to use 
a quotation from an official piece 
of propaganda sent into the schools 
of Berlin from the German Faith 
Movement. It is in the form of a 
catechism. 

“Who is a Christian? Answer: 
No German, 

“Who could ever be a Chris- 
tian? Answer: No German. 

“What is Christianity? Answer: 
Christianity is Judaism for noa- 
Jews.” 

Even worse might be quoted, but 
this will suffice to show the de- 
termined suppression of evangelical 
Christianity, that is, Christianity 
that recognizes a God above the 
Reich, in what used to be called 
the land of Luther. It is notice- 
able that the countries which I 


. have mentioned that are participat- 
- ing in this determined onslaught 


on religious freedom are the to- 
talitarian states: Russia, Japan, 
Italy, and Germany. They have 
not all reached their goal, but they 
are all on the way. 


Democracy is the soil in which 
religious freedom grows. It has 
always been so. Religious freedom 
in England grew along with Eng- 
lish democracy; similarly in 
France. In this country which be- 
gan as a democracy, the question 
of spiritual freedom was never so 
acute. The fathers of this country 
came here to seek that very thing, 
and they consistently set democra- 
cy and religious liberty as the two 
pillars upon which to build the new 
country. When democracy goes, 
liberty goes with it. If the great 
democracies of Europe go under in 
this present terrific conflict, the 
glorious freedom of conscience 
toward which they fought and to 
which they attained in the course 
of their history, will go down, too. 
There is no room for religious free- 
dom in a totalitarian state or 
wherever such a state dominates. 
If such. an eventuality arose, what 
would Be the reaction in this coun- 
Could American democracy 
survive the destruction of the 
European democracies? I am not 
speaking of the American state 
now, but of its cherished heritage, 
democracy. It is almost certain 
that they could not survive, ringed 
around by a solid block of totali- 
tarian states beyond both the 
oceans. It would simply be a ques- 
tion as to what principle of totali- 
tarianism would be put into opera- 
tion here. The seeds of dictator- 
ship we are told are already sown 
in this country. The harvest would 
appear over night in such eventu- 
alities as we are here supposing. 
The point for us is that with the 
passing of this great heritage of 
democracy, religious free dom 
would pass. For again, religious 
liberty cannot survive under dic- 
tatorship and the supreme philos- 
ophy of the state. I suppose to 
have said such things ten years 
ago would have been to show one’s 
self a wild dreamer. Today the 
danger is clearly discernable. 


The question for us is how shall 
we act in the face of this threat? 
The answer comes from the lips 
of our Lord: “Occupy till I come.” 
Our business is not to run to panic, 
but to carry on. It may be that we 
have been too luxurious and we 
need the threat of such things at 
least to put into us something éf 
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the spirit of the martyrs. Certain- 
ly that is a challenge to use our 
liberty to the utmost while we have 
it. And to be faithful now in our 
present condition is the best prepa- 
ration for faithfulness in whatever 
situation may yet arise. 


“Faith of our fathers! liying still, 
In spite of dungeon, fire and 


sword: 
Oh, how our hearts beat high with 


joy, 
Whene’er we hear that glorious 
word: 
Faith of our fathers! holy faith! 
We will be true to Thee till death.” 


Are we prepared to recite the 
second verse? 


“Our fathers, chained in prisons 
dark, 
Were still im heart and con- 
science free; 
How sweet would be their chil- 
dren’s fate 
If they, like them could die for 
Thee! 
Faith of our fathers! holy faith! 
We will be true to thee till death.” 


If then we hope to stand thus 
in the time of testing, let the third 
verse be our present motto: 


‘Faith of our fathers, we will love 

Both friend and foe in all our 
strife, 

And preach Thee, 

knows how, 

By ag words and virtuous 

e. 
Faith of our fathers! holy faith! 
We will be true to thee till death.”’ 


“Stand fast. Occupy until I 
come.” 

The second question that arises 
is regarding the prophetic signifi- 
cance of present events. First of 
all, I would suggest that it is dan- 
gerous to speculate too deeply on 
the degree of prophetic fulfillments 
which we see about us. Many have 
been brought into disrepute and 
have brought the truth of God into 
disrepute by being too ready to 
say this is that. Peter, on the day 
of Pentecost; was clearly told by 
the Holy Spirit to point back to the 
great prophecy of Joel and in view 
of the amazing outpouring of that 
birthday of the church, to say this 
is that. We are not so situated. 
The best we can do is to indicate 
that such and such an event, such 
and such a development seems sig- 
nificant, in view of what we expect 
to happen at the time of the end. 


A great deal was made recently 
of the Russo-German Alliance. 
That Alliance is not very binding 
and we cannot at all be certain 
that it is the final alliance spoken 
of in Scripture. The Rome-Berlin 
Axis is not yet broken and we can- 
not at all say whether it will be 
broken for some time to come. If 
the rapture, the gathering together 
and catching up of the saints to 
be with the Lord is to precede the 
tribulation, then we must not look 
for too many tribulation develop- 
ments before the rapture. Yet I 
find that many who hold very rig- 
idly to this doctrine are continual- 
ly looking for tribulation events as 
if they were really looking for the 
tribulation rather than for the 
Lord’s return. They put it other- 
wise. If the futurist’s interpreta- 
tion of the book of Revelation is 
the correct one, that is, the inter- 
pretation which holds that the body 
of the book from chapters four to 
chapter nineteen is largely con- 
cerned with the tribulation period 
and after the rapture of the church, 
we are not justified in looking for 
the things that are described in 
that part of Revelation during our 
own day, before the church is 
caught away. 


It has recently been suggested 
that Stalin; Hitler, and Mussolini 
are the three unclean spirits like 
frogs spoken of in Revelation 16: 
13. Now that there are evil spirits, 
controlling. and directing these 
men, I have little doubt. That they 
leap like frogs, yea, rather, like 
demons, I am perfectly sure, but 
I should hesitate to say that they 
are the three evil spirits indicated 
in that scripture. You will remem- 
ber that they are to come forth 
from the mouth of the dragon, the 
beast and the false prophet who 
have been called by some, the trin- 
ity of evil. 

Personally, I think we should be 
careful in our use of that term 
Trinity. It is a holy word, indicat- 
ing the mystery of the being of 
God and it carries with it the 
thought of personal distinctions in 
the Godhead. These being co-es- 
sential, co-extensive and co-equal. 
The dragon, the beast and the false 


too, as love 


lace of the book of Revelation | 
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by no means correspond with such 
discription. They are not personal 
distinctions within one being. They 
are three distinctive beings. I 
should rather call them a triad of 
evil. Now the three evil spirits 
come forth from these mouths al- 
most at the end of that dark tribu- 
lation period, their specific mission 
being to gather together the kings 
of the earth to the great last bat- 
tle of Armageddon. It is a mistake 
to look for these phenomena of the 
tribulation days before the rapture 
has taken place. Nevertheless, it is 
conceivable that we should see 
something of the stage setting be- 
fore the rapture. If it is so that 
only seven years are to elapse be- 
tween the catching away of the 
church and the appearing of the 
Lord in glory upon the Mount of 
Olives, we can indeed.expect that 
those movements which will’ be 
consummated in those terrible days 
will be seen in acorn beforehand. 
Personally, I believe that is just 
what we are seeing. There are 
features developing before our eyes 
which will come to their peak in 
the time of the Antichrist. 


Let me mention two of these. 
The first we have already noticed, 
totalitarianism, that is, the state 
being everything so that the people 
exist for the state rather than the 
state for the people. In such an 
ignominy the whole personality 
must be consecrated to the state. 

Before the last great war, the 
descriptions of the Antichrist re- 
gime given us in the book of Rev- 
elation, seemed utterly fantastic, SO | 
completely foreign were they to 
anything in our civilized world. But | 
we have lived to see such changes 
that the mark of the beast, his | 
cruel monopolies, his. murderous 
persecutions are by no means ee 
tastic. They are horribly real. 
required only the introduction of | 
the totalitarian state to let us see 
how near we live to the beast. 


A second development is federa- 
tionism. We have seen this work 
in business, in churches, and in 
many other departments. But fed- 
erationism applied to nations is a 
new development of.the twentieth 
century. It is more than the prin- 
ciple of alliances. We have the 
great federation of nations in the 
British Empire, but that has de- 
veloped from the increasing of the 
importance of the various units of 
the Empire. The League of Na- 
tions was the first attempt to bind 
nations together, but it had no 
strength, it had no teeth, it could 
not enforce its will upon its own 
members. It is confessedly a dis- 
mal failure. Nevertheless, these ex- 
periments have been pointing the 
way and the great statesmen of the 
world are talking freely of federa- 
tion of nations. There is quite a 
possibility of such a development 
on the American continent, but it 
has been exceedingly interesting to 
read the speeches of European 
statesmen and vision the federated 
states of Europe under one su- 
preme president. It all looks so 
like what is declared, what is pre- 
dicted to happen in the day of the 
Antichrist. I believe these things 
are exceedingly significant and are 
the stage setting for the last scene 
in the age-long drama. 


In the face of these things, what 
shall we do? Christ says, “Oc- 
cupy till I come.” We must not 
make the mistake of the Thessa- 
lonian Christans and become fa- 
natical, quitting work in expecta- 
tion of Christ’s immediate appear- 
ing or like the Millerites, climbing 
hills to meet the dawning that 
would certainly bring the return 
of Christ. No, our Lord says carry 
on, just keep right at your work 
until He comes, quitting not one 
minute, not one second before. 


A third question in the face of 
these significant developments, 
does prayer have any value? We 
are inclined to think that we are 
in the midst of such inexorable 
events that it is useless to bring 
prayer to bear upon them. If they 
are the final preparation for the 
consummation, why pray? Why 
not just believe that God is work- 
ing it all out and let it go at that? 
In one of our men’s prayer meet- 
ings the other evening, one good 
brother expressed himself as be- 
ing puzzled as to know how to pray 
and many of us have felt the same 
way. There is an answer. We must 
never allow a sense of inevitability 
and fatalism to hinder our prayers. 
God works on the basis of eternal 
principle and will do so right to 
the end. It still stands written, 
“The Lord executeth righteousness 
and judgment for all that are op- 
pressed.” It still is in the book 


Friday, July 19, 1940 


——————S nanan 


that ee the wicked spread him- 
self like a green bay tree, he shall 
be cut down. The book still carries 
the message that the wicked are 
an abomination to the Lord, that 
pride goeth before destruction and 
a haughty spirit before a fall. It 
is as sure today as ever that the 
prosperity of the wicked is short. 
Even if we had the Antichrist him- 
self standing before us in his hor- 
ror, cruelty, blasphemy and power, 
these principles still stand and we 
ought still to be able to pray on 
the basis of these principles, know- 
ing of a surety that God’s inter- 
position would quickly be seen. 
Is it not written concerning the 
darkest days of the world’s history 
that except those days should be 
shortened, there shall no flesh be 
saved, but that God has shortened 
those days for the elect’s sake? 
Why for the elect’s sake? Is it 
not because they are praying and 
God hears their prayers and 
shortens the days? It is part of 
God’s great plan to bring His pur- 
poses to pass in answer to the 
prayers of His people. 


Daniel, now old, having passed 
throughyalmost seventy years of 
exile from his beloved Judaea, 
reads in his Bible that the cap- 
tivity should be for a duration of 
seventy years. What does he do? 
Throw down his Bible, clap his 
hands, pack up his suit-case and 
wait for that great time to come? 
No, neither does he sadly close his 
book and heave a sigh, saying, 
“Well, seventy years have passed 


and we seem no nearer it than 
ever.”’ But having seen the word of 
prophecy he _ gives. himself to 
| prayer more earnestly, more con- 
fidently than ever before. And in 
| answer to the prayers of Daniel, 
as in keeping with his own word, 
It | God brought about the restoration. 
The prophecy is not given to us to 
| paralyze the arm of prayer, to 
| blunt the weapon of prayer, but to 
lighten the path of prayer to en- 
able us to pray more intelligently, 
more confidently. 


So in face of the crisis of the 
day, let us still pray without ceas- 
ing, above all, praying, “Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus.”’ All have been 
puzzled in this respect as to 
whether we should pray for a re- 
vival in these days that seem like 
the end of days. My answer is 
that we have no right not to pray 
for a revival so long as there is one 
heart that needs reviving, one 
church that needs quickening, one 
soul that needs saving, we are 
bound and ought to pray, “Revive 
thy work, O Lord.” Let not terror 
nor a pious fatalism nor too rigid 
interpretation of current events 
dry up the fountain of prayers, but 
if and as we see the day approach- 
ing, let us the more hold up holy 
hands to God and hear our blessed 
Lord call to us, “Occupy till I 
come.” Our great business does 
not end when we see things hap- 
pening that looks like the winding 
up. 

This brings me to a fourth ques- 
tion which I shall make the last. 
Shall we continue to press the mis- 
sionary program? There are vary- 
ing interpretations that may affect 
one’s attitude to the missionary 
program. Many believe that the 
preaching of the gospel as a testi- 
mony must be accomplished in all 
the earth before Christ comes. 
Others refuse to put anything 
whatsoever between us and the 
Lord’s coming again. For myself, 
I believe that the Lord gave the 
Great Commission to the church 
and intended the church to fulfill 
it. Wherever the gospel order may 
be after the rapture, I am very 
sure that no other group, whether 
Jew or Gentile, is to make up for 
the lack of the church or substi- 
tute for the church in finishing the 
task of world evangelization. Just 
when the Lord may say, “It is 
finished,” with regard to the giving 
of the testimony to the whole 
world, none of us can say. But we 
‘are to be a missionary church until 
the very moment when He breaks 
through the clouds and lifts us into 
His own presence. 


Terrific attacks have been made 
upon the missionary program of 
the church. Doors once wide open, 
have been closing. No longer may 
we send missionaries to Ethiopia. 
It becomes increasingly difficult 
wherever Japan holds sway. Portu- 
guese East Africa is tightening up- 
on the entrance of missionaries. 
Missionaries as such cannot enter 
Mexico. It would seem as if Sa- 
tan were trying to block the ad- 
vance of the great missionary 
movement, but the work goes on. 


Ten years ago the adversary put a 


“It Is Finished!”’ 
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Christian message: that Jesus, 
nailed upon the cross, finished the 
work that saves, that day. 

Oh, I wonder if I am-apeaking to 
someone here who says, “I am 
troubled and despairing of being 
right with God.” You have strug- 
gled and cried and prayed, and 
vowed, maybe joined a church, you 
have paid attention to the Chris- 


tian ordinances, all this kind of 


thing, and still you have no settled 
peace. Dear friend, look away 
from your fears, look away from 
your self-effort, recognize the fact 
that no work that you can do can 
ever avail to fit you for the pres- 
ence of the holy God. But look 
yonder to that empty cross where 
Jesus once hung and remember 
the words He uttered there, “It is 
finished,” and rest yourself upon 
that finished work. 

A dear man was dying some 
years ago. A friend of his came in 
and sat down beside him and 
leaned over him and said, ‘I hope 
you have made your peace with 
God.” 

“There is none to make, Sir, 
none to make,” came the answer 
from the dying man. 

The other said, “I think you don’t 
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blockade against the task of world 
evangelization by to dry 
up the resources in the great de- 
pression. 

On many fronts there was re- 
trenchment, withdrawal, but there 
were more glorious leaks in the 
blockade and great missions that 
God had raised up not only carried 
on but increased with great rapid- 
ity. The Sudan Interior Mission, 
for one, has doubled its staff of 
missionaries every five years since 
its inception, including the war 
years and the depression years. 


Today a large part of the world 
is plunged in war. Nazi money 
does not go for missions as money 
used to go to missions from the Ger- 
many of former days. Nazi men do 
not go to the ends of the earth, 
preaching the gospel as young men 
did from a former Germany. All 
resources are concentrated on the 
horrible task of war. Other nations 
involved in war find themselves in 
a similar plight despite themselves. 
Men and money must go for war. 

While there is no prohibition 
against sending money to religious 
work from Britain, yet it is in- 
evitable that the financial resources 
of that country will be so drained 
that nothing like the amount can 
go for that as compared~ with 
formerly. So with their men... I 
think of some of my own very dear 
friends in France, thoroughly 
trained for the ministry, and now 
at war. The same must be true in 
Britain, Belgium, Holland, Norway, 
and in every country involved in 
the war. 

And here is where the greatest 
challenge of all comes to American 
Christians. Until now we are im- 
muned from the awful conflict. Our 
resources in money and men are 
still free. greatest of all tasks 
is the ca ng out of our Lord’s 
commissio carry the gospel to 
the ends of thé~-earth, is suffering 
lack and shortage from _ these 
quarters involved in that bloody 
strife. Call comes to us to step in- 
to the breach and to pour our re- 
sources into this greater, this 
greatest work. Our money is good 
and while we still have it to. give, 
we had better give it. Give it to 
save men’s lives, not to destroy 
them. And the appeal goes out to 
the young men of our land. A 
young man in France would be to- 
day on the foreign field, but he has 
to fight for his country. Will you 
take his place in carrying the gos- 
pel to the African? A young 
Britisher had prepared himself to 
go to India as an ambassador of 
Christ. He is now drafted to the 
army. “We need a substitute for 
him in carrying Christ to the un- 
reached villages of India. A young 
Norwegian had consecrated his life 
to the work of the gospel in China. 
He is in military uniform today. 
Will you be his representative in 
preaching Christ to China’s mil- 
lions? It cannot be, it must not be, 
that work of the gospel shall 
come to‘a standstill or be seriously 
reduced. We must not cry, “Re- 
trenchment,” but, ““Reinforcement,”’ 
and reinforcem must come from 
these quarters. Christ cries to us. 
and, oh, how poignant is the cry 
in view of the outpouring of re- 
sources even to blood, * bien till 
I come.” 
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By F. B. MEYER 


“Whose I am, and Whom I serve” 
— Acts 27:23 


In the “Song of Songs, which is 
Solomon’s,” there is a beautiful 
gradation of expression, which 
significantly illustrates the succes- 
sive steps in the experience of the 
soul. Thrice does the bride speak 
of the Bridegroom in _ similar 
terms; but in each case there is a 
slight alteration in the phrase- 
ology, which speaks volumes of 
her deepening character, and truer 
attitude towards Him. 

“My Beloved is mine, and I am 
His” (Song of Solomon 2:16). “I 
am my Beloved’s, and my Beloved 
is mine” (6:3). “I am my Be- 
loved’s, and His desire is toward 
me” (7:10). 

At first she lays the chief stress 
on the thought that all her Be- 
loved was hers, and that she had 
a right to employ concerning Him 
the appropriating pronoun, My; it 
was Only a secondary considera- 
tion that she was also His. 

But as her thought ran on, she 
changed the relative place of the 
two clauses of the sentence, and 
laid her primal emphasis not on 
her appropriation of Him, but on 
om proprietorship of her: “I am 


And, lastly, this conception so 
filled her mind that she had no 
thought of her side of the matter, 
and was altogether absorbed in 
the happy consciousness that she 
belonged utterly, and forever, to 
the object of her supreme and 
adoring love. 

This is also the history of each 
scholar in the school of grace. We 
begin by calculating how much 
there is in Christ for us. We ap- 
propriate His fullness, and count 
ourselves millionaires in His 
wealth. And there is no wrong or 
harm in this. But, as the days 
pass on, we realize that there is 
a yet profounder truth on which 
this rests; and to have that is to 
have in addition all that Christ can 
be and do for the soul which clings 
to Him — as the limpet to the rock 
on which the long line of waves 
breaks, with boom of thunder and 
clouds of spray, without detach- 
ing it from its hold. We begin by 
saying, Christ is mine: we go on 
to say, I am His. We pass from 
the appropriation of Christ by us 
to the proprietorship of Christ by 
us. And this is surely a happier 
and better standing-ground; be- 
cause the hand, which appropriates 
only, may become numbed and 
tired; but that which is locked in 
the hand of Christ, in the tight 
grasp of ownership, can never be 
withdrawn, 

Did you, my Christian reader, 
ever realize the conception that 
you are absolutely Christ’s? You 
may not own it: you may not live 
beneath its power: nay, you may 
seek to cast the thought aside; 
as Onesimus, who, when he fled 
from Ephesus to hide himself, 
truant that he was, in the slums 
of Rome, tried to forget the claims 
which Philemon, his master, had 
over him, by right of purchase. All 
this you may do: and yet, in spite 
of all, you are as much Christ's 
property as any slave would be the 
chattel of the man who had paid 
down the price in the market, or 
who had received him as part of 
the family estate by right of in- 
heritance, 

And not only are you the proper- 
ty of Christ; but all you are and 
have is His also. The master owns 
not only the slave, but all the pro- 
ceeds .of his toils; and all the per- 
sonal or other property which he 
may acquire. The hapless serf can 
point to nothing as his; all is his 
master’s. He is but a steward, 
bound to account for the way in 
which every coin is expended; at 
the best, permitted to deduct from 
the general proceeds of the estate 
only a bare sufficiency for his per- 
sonal maintanence; but expected to 
forward all the rest to his master, 
or expend it.on such interests as 
he may direct. This is our right- 
ful position with respect to Christ. 
Paul was proud to call himself the 
bond-slave of Jesus Christ. He 
chose as his motto the immortal 
words (badge of a slavery which 
does not degrade, but enobles all 
who .bend beneath its yoke), 
“Whose I am, and whom I serve.” 
|. Christ's Proprietorship Rests On 

Many Grounds 

We are His. by Creation: His 
image and superscription have been 
stamped upon every lineament 


Christ’s Proprietorship 


our face, though almost obliterated 
as the effigy of the sovereign from 
a well-worn coin. “It is He that 
hath made us, and His we are.” 

We are His by Purchase: for 
never was slave more certainly ac- 
quired by silver and gold than we 
have been bought by His precious 
blood. “‘Ye are not your own, ye 
are bought with a price, where- 
fore glorify God in your body and 
in your spirit, which are His.” 

We are His by Deed of Gift: for 
the Father has given to Him all 
who shall come to Him; and it is 
impossible to believe that donation 
could be of anything less than our 
whole being. When God gave us, 
He gave all of us. 

We are His by Conquest: for 
the Man-soul of our inner nature 
has opened to Him her gates, un- 
able longer to resist; and, even 
though He be not as yet recognized 
in all her environs, there is no 
doubt that He is her rightful Lord 
and King. 

Ah! it is impossible to escape the 
fact, that in the thought of God, 
and according to the rights of the 
cross, we are the absolute property 
of Jesus Christ, our Lord: and that 
He thinks much of that fact, is 
evident in the frequent references 
of His High-priestly prayer (John 
17), though we, alas! are too for- 
getful of His claims. 


ll, The Act of Consecration Con- 
sists in the Recognition of Christ's 
Absolute Proprietorship 


Men often ask and wonder what 
that consecration is to which they 
are urged. They suppose that it 
is something altogether over and 
beyond what is expected from 
ordinary Christians. But this is a 
profound mistake. Consecration is 
simply giving Christ His own, and 
restoring stolen property to its 
rightful owner. Consecration is to 
give to Christ by choice that which 
is His by indefeasible right; but 
which He will not snatch from any 
one. 

The men of Israel were David's 
by. God’s appointment; but they 
could not rest content until they 
had swum the Jordan at its flood, 
and had fallen at the feet of their 
rightful king, crying, “Thine are 
we, David; and on thy side, thou 
son of Jesse” (I Chron. 12:1-18). 

Should we be content without 
saying as much to our Saviour, Je- 
sus? 

Of course we all in a general 
way recognize Christ’s ownership. 
“We are His people, and the sheep 
of His pasture.” But we must do 
it in a particular and personal 
sense. We must crown Him King 
of our hearts and lives by our own 
glad choice. We must bring the 
whole of our nature and. life under 
His direct control. We must be 
willing that His will should be as 
supreme, and as universally hon- 
ored, in us, as it is in His own 
bright home. We must come to the 
point of saying something like 
this: “Lord Jesus, I am Thine by 
right; forgive me for having lived 
so long as if I were my own. I 
now gladly recognize that Thou 
hast a rightful claim on all I have 
and am; I want to live as Thine 
from henceforth; and I do solemnly 
at this hour give myself to Thee, 
by my own glad choice: Thine en- 
tirely: Thine in life and death: 
Thine forever.” 


lll. There Are a Rew Cautions and 
Directions Necessary in This 
Act of Consecration 


1. The act of consecration is the 
taking-up of an attitude, which 
must never be renounced; or if it 
is lost for a moment, it must in- 
stantly be resumed, with prayer for 
forgiveness and for cleansing. But 
this is only possible through the 
gracious aid of the Eternal Spirit, 
through whom the Lord Jesus of- 
fered Himself without spot to God; 
and through whom alone, we shall 
be able to take up and maintain 
this sacred attitude. — 


2. As the light grows we shall 
become increasingly aware of new 
departments of our heart and life, 
that were not consciously included 
in our first glad act of surrender. 
But as they come to view, we must 
hand them also into the governor- 
ship of the King. We must send 
them on, as we might send on the 
loose sheets of a book to a friend, 
oe had already taken away the 

ulk. 

3. There is no reason, in the na- 
ture of the case, why the children 
of God should not become conse- 
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tight for a moment and then ran 
one hand in his pocket and pulled 
out a package of 
put them in my hand without a 
word, and then beat it to his wife 
to tell her! 

I have an idea that his doubts 


conversion, It should be the normal 
state of Christians. And with many 
it is so. Redeemed from eternal 
death, they instantly give them- 
selves to their Deliverer, as those 
alive from the dead. But with most 
this is not the case. And so it is 
necessary, at some future period of 
their lives, when the claims of 
Christ suddenly break on them, 
that they should come to the defi- 
nite point of self-surrender. 

4. It matters little when, and 
how, we do it; whether by speech, 
or in writing; whether alone, or in 
company. But we must not be con- 
tent with a vague desire. There 
should be a definite act, at a given 
moment of time, when we shall 
gladly sign, and seal, and confess 
that we are His (Isa. 44:5). 

5.. Sometimes we may feel un- 
able to GIVE all; but we are will- 
ing that He should TAKE all. This 
is equally acceptable to Him. And 
is it not a better and more scrip- 
tural way of putting the truth? 
For we might be troubled by 
grievous questionings, as to wheth- 
er there were not some fatal flaw 
in our act. But if the question is 
simply one of His taking — or of 
our being willing for Him to take— 
entire possession; so that every 
imagination is cast down, every 
thought brought into captivity, and 
our wills moulded into harmony 
with His: then rough places are 
made smooth, and crooked ones 
straight. This is the charm of Miss 
Havergal’s Consecration Hymn: its 
key-word is — TAKE! 

6. THE ACT OF CONSECRA- 
TION is cancelled by one reserve. 
To give ninety-nine parts and to 
withhold the hundredth undoes the 
whole transaction, because in that 
one piece of reserve the whole of 
the self-life entrenches itself, de- 
fying Him. It may seem impossible 
to renounce that one thing; but in 
clinging to it, you forego forever 
all right to His blessed fullness. 
The electrician cannot charge your 
body with electricity, while a 
single thread connects you with the 
ground, and breaks the complete- 
ness of your insulation. The physi- 
cian cannot undertake your case 
whilst you conceal one symptom, 
or yourself seek to effect a cure in 
one particular. The Lord Jesus can- 
not fully save you whilst there is 
one point of controversy between 
you and Him. Let Him have that 
one last thing, the last barrier and 
film to a life of blessedness; and 
glory will come, filling your soul. 

7. What we give, Christ takes; 
and at the moment of our giving 
it. There may, perhaps, be no rush 
of emotion. We may have no in- 
ward evidence of the momentous 
change in our position. The reck- 
oning may have for many days to 
be one, not of feeling, but of faith. 
We can only say, “I am His; be- 
cause I gave, and He took.” But 
sooner or later we become aware 
that the flames of the heavenly 
fire have fallen on our sacrifice; 
feeding on it; appropriating it; 
cleansing it; and preparing it for 
blessed, holy service. 


It is very important to realize 
this point. In consecration we 
make the same mistake, as is s0 
prevalent in conversion; of trying 
to feel in ourselves that Christ has 
taken us. We must believe He 
takes that which we commit to 
Him; though no angel comes to as- 
sure us that we are henceforth His 
own. 

What we give, God takes; and 
He takes it in fire. We do not al- 
ways realize all that is involved. 
But it is sublime to tread the glow- 
ing embers of that fire, with the 
Son. of God at our side, knowing 
that the restraining bonds are 
shrivelling at every step, and that 
not a hair of our head can perish. 

This is CONSECRATION. And 
from this glad hour the surren- 
dered one dares to begin appropri- 
ating Christ: a blessed habit, which 
by the grace of the Holy Spirit be- 


comes the practice of the life. 


Reader, be persuaded to take this 
step. Seek some lonely spot, some 
still hour, and give yourself to Him 
who gave Himself for you on the 
Cross; and who waits to give Him- 
self continually to you in response 

to the claims of your appropriat- 


of | crated from the very nou aaee ot ing faith. 


Marvel cigarettes, 


were caused by his habits and his 
fear that he could not break them. 
But when he saw that it depended 
on the Lord Jesus, he knew the 
thing could be settled. Of course, 
one is not saved by his habits, nor 
lost by them, but thank God, Jesus 
is willing to give any man victory 
who gives Him a chance. 
+ > * 

Rev. F. A. Wirth of the First 
Baptist Church, Petersburg, Lli- 
nois, is one of the best soul-winners 
we know. How he has evangelized 
the whole country about Peters- 
burg! He is in great demand for 
revivals and he has revival serv- 
ices going somewhere in near-by 
cities, towns, and country churches 
nearly the year ‘round. He has a 
weekly radio service. And also 
wins souls personally. Recently in 
a small church he held revival serv- 
ices resulting in 93 professions of 
faith. I heard Brother Wirth 
preach twice during the Peters- 
burg revivals, in Sunday morning 
services of the First Baptist 
Church. He is direct, he uses many 
scriptures, and he has a pointed, 
searching fervor that arouses 
Christians and convicts and saves 
sinners. I feel that he ought soon 
to give his whole life to evangelis- 
tic work and I hope that churches 
will engage him in revivals contin- 
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ually. He is doctrinally sound, 
clean in his life, unselfish, Spirit- — 
filled, and best of all, he gets re- ~ 
sults for God. He may be addressed — 
at Petersburg, Illinois, . 
. 7 ” 


WRITTEN LATER — Monday. 
Last night I began a three weeks’ — 
revival campaign with the Zoller | 
Gospel Tabernacle, at Stansbury — 
Avenue near Grand River, Detroit, ~ 
Michigan. A fine crowd, perhaps ~ 
900 people, practically filled the | 
place, the interest was fine, and © 
there were a number of profes* ~ 


sions of faith at the close. Brother J 


John Zoller is doing a fine work in 
Detroit, and is greatly loved and 
respected by fundamentally sound 
Christians far and near. Services 
will continue nightly, except Sat- ~ 
urday, for three weeks. A 

Radio listeners can hear us on 
radio WJR, Detroit, while here, at 
7:15 a.m. Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Saturdays, and then on WMBC, De- 
troit, Sunday evening, 7:30 to 9:00. 

Sunday morning Rev. John Zol- 
ler may be heard on a chain pro- 
gram including WHAS, Louisville; 
WCFL, Chicago; and WJR, De- 
troit. Readers would do well to 
hear this man of God regularly. 

We will expect to see many read- 
ers of The Sword of the Lord in 
the revival services in Detroit. 
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into soul winners. 


ing. 


The World's Saturday Night 
By Wm. E. Biederwolf 


13 revival sermons by this fore- 
most evangelist recently called home 
to Heaven. 167 pesos. cloth binding, 
a rich blessing. Price, postpaid, $1.00 


God's Answer To Man's Sin 
By Evangelist Hyman Appelman 


Revival sermons of passionate ear- 
nestness; Spirit-filled messages, di- 
rect, plain, scriptural. God has used 
these sermons by this converted Jew 
to save many thousands. 148 pages, 
cloth bound, price, postpaid... $1.00 


"Ye Must Be Born Again” 


Ten revival sermons by mymap 
Appelman, Texas evangelist. 

word by Dr. L. R. Scarborough. 
Strong, effective, thrilling, convert- 
ing revival preaching. Certain to 
bless. 142 pages, postpaid..........51.0 


That Men May Know 


By the scholarly blind evangelist, 
Walter D. Kallenbach, Ph.D., Th.D. 
146 pages, cloth bound. Price, post- 
SIDER « “acgdeigntooces 1.00 


Revival Addresses 
By R. A.-Torrey 


Sermons that the great evangelist 
preached around the world. More 
preachers have been blessed by Tor- 
rey’s Bible preaching than by any 
man since Spurgeon. America has 
never heard greater preaching. 17 
great sermons, 271 pages, cloth 
bound, postpaid EOE EES FE $1.50 


The Higher Path 


12 sermons by F. B. Thorn, D.D., 
Pastor, Second Baptist Church, 
Houston, Texas. 


Here is a good example of the 
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Be cs Washing His 
3 Disciples’ Feet 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


you an example, that ye should 
do as I have done to you. Veri- 
_ ly, verily, I say unto you, 
..-The servant is not greater 
than his lord; neither is he 
that is sent greater than he 
that sent him” (John 13:1-16). 


|. The Immediate Purpose 


Washing of the feet was a very 
necessary every-day matter in the 
) time of Christ. People wore no 
shoes, only open sandals. They 
wore no socks or stockings. The 
roads and walks were unpaved and 
dusty. The Jews were a very 
cleanly people, and strict about 
their observation of ceremonial 
law. Hence it was customary for 
people coming in the house from 
any journey to take off their san- 
dais and wash their feet. A host 
saw that his guests had water to 
' wash their feet or he had his serv- 
' ant to wash them. Jesus rebuked 
Simon the Pharisee, saying, “I en- 
tered into thy house, and thou gav- 
est me no water for my feet” (Lk. 
7:44).- If you can imagine your- 
‘self without shoes or stockings, 
walking everywhere — no automo- 
_biles, no buggies, no paved roads, 
no sidewalks— you will see that 
in the time of Christ washing the 
_ feet was not a religious ceremony 
but an actual every-day necessity. 
- With a little imagination now I 
gee myself a bare-footed boy on the 
’ farm with the chores done at night. 
It had grown dark and I hear my 
step-mother say, ‘John, it’s time 
to wash your feet and go to bed.” 
I-washed my feet before I went to 
bed, I washed my feet before I 
went to church, I washed my feet 
when company came. I can feel 
the rounded wash-basin now on the 
bottom of my feet and the cool, 
pleasant water as I washed my 
| hot, dirty feet and legs. How re- 
__ (freshing it was! 


7 So Jesus washed the disciples’ 
' feet because they needed washing. 
' They were tired and dusty. They 
were disheartened and afraid. Jesus 
_ had repeatedly told them of His 
coming crucifixion. The city was 
packed with people, and the 13 of 
them were crowded into one large 
upper room. So Jesus did the ten- 
' der, thoughtful, loving and refresh- 
_~ing thing — He washed their feet 
» and dried them with a _ towel. 
Preachers have usually said that 
Jesus intended to teach humility, 
but that is not primarily what He 
fed to teach. He rather in- 
tented to express love and helpful- 
ness. The Holy Spirit, in explain- 
ing this passage, says simply in 
verse 1: “. .. when Jesus knew 
‘that his hour was come that he 
' should depart out of this world, un- 
- to the Father, having loved his own 
which were in the world, he loved 
them unto the end.”’ In the face of 
His awful suffering and persecu- 
tion and death Jesus still loved 
His disciples enough to minister to 
——them and comfort them. So out of 
His love He washed the disciples’ 
feet and then told us to have the 
Same spirit and do as He had done. 
You lose the blessed meaning here 
if you think first of ceremony. 
This was not a religious form. This 
was not primarily symbolism. 
Rather it was love, comforting and 
waiting on the tired, dirty, and dis- 
tressed disciples. If you want to do 
like Jesus did, then sheer form or 
ceremony will not fill the need. 
You must rather do some needed 
service and take some loving care, 
however lowly, for those near you 
who really need your ministration. 
Jesus was not making a public 
show. He did not have the disciples 
wash their feet ahead of time, put 
on clean socks, and shine their 
shoes, and then publicly wash feet 
that were not dirty, as some 
churches do. No, He washed feet 
that were dirty, because they need- 
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io it, and did it humbly out of His 
ove. 
“Il. The Spiritual Lesson In This 
Foot-W ashi 
But aside from the actual need 
for this helpful though menial task, 
Jesus had a lesson in mind when 
He washed their dirty feet. This is 
indicated when He said, “What I 
do thou knowest not now; but thou 
shalt know hereafter’’ (vs. 7), and, 
“Tf I wash thee not, thou hast no 
part with me” (vs. 8). There was 
a deeper meaning that they did not 
immediately see. 
What that spiritual lesson was 
is made clear in verses ten and 
eleven: “Jesus saith to him, He 
that is washed needeth not save to 
wash his feet, but is clean every 
whit: and ye are clean, but not 
all. For he knew who should be- 
tray him; therefore said he, Ye are 
not all clean.” 
Eleven of the disciples were 
clean, Judas only was not clean. 
We know that Judas was unsaved 
and had not trusted in Christ 
(John 6:64, 70, 71). So Jesus said, 
“He that is washed needeth not 
save to wash his feet.” He meant 
this: One who is saved does not 
need to be washed again. He is 
already washed, cleansed in God’s 
sight and his sins are all taken 
away. But the Christian walks in 
a dirty world. The born-again child 
of God is still defiled by contact 
with this wicked world and is led 
to sin. Christians do sin. They 
ought not, they do not want to, but 
they do. There is something in 
every child of God that cannot be 
defiled. “His seed remaineth in 
him: and he cannot sin, because he 
is born of God (I John 3:9). He 
has a good heart as a partaker of 
the divine nature, but he is tempt- 
ed, deceived, and led into sin many 
times while walking in this dirty 
world. Thus every Christian needs 
to have his spiritual feet washed. 
That is another way of saying that 
a Christian day by day should con- 
fess his sins, and get them cleansed 
away. Salvation is pictured by the 
complete bath which these disciples 
had previously had, and their sins 
were already taken away and never 
charged against their souls again. 
But the day by day cleansing from 
sin that a Christian needs is pic- 
tured by the washing of the feet. 

So Jesus told us, in His model 
prayer, to pray “and forgive us 
our sins” (Luke 11:4), and it is 
promised that “if we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to for- 
give us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness” (I 
John 1:9). The one who gave us 
the bath, cleansed us all over, is 
faithful and just to wash our feet! 
If God loved us enough to keep us 
out of Hell through His dear Son, 
He loves us enough day by day to 
forgive us and cleanse the sins of 
our daily walk. If we do not have 
a daily cleansing, then our sins 
grieve God and break the com- 
munion and leave us unhappy, dis- 
obedient children, beloved of the 
Father but kept from His presence. 
A Christian without daily cleans- 
ing is like a branch out of touch 
with the vine, which withers and 
cannot bear fruit. He is like a child 
sent away from the table by a lov- 
ing father who must punish sin, al- 
though the child is still his own. 

How sweet it is that the same 
Christ who saved us, guarantees 
the faithful washing of our spirit- 
ual feet as often as we confess our 
sins! 

But the lesson does not end there. 
What Jesus did, we are to do al- 
so. He said, “If I then, your Lord 
and Master, have washed your feet, 
ye also ought to wash one another’s 
feet” (vs. 14). If Christ is in the 
foot-washing business we ought to 
be in the same business. 

And He is still talking about a 
spiritual foot-washing, too. If Je- 
sus is willing to forgive a Chris- 
tian who falls into sin, willing to 
cleanse him, willing to restore him 
to favor and communion and hap- 
piness when the sin is confessed, 
then we also must be willing to for- 


= | Bive the sins of our brothers and 
=| restore them. Here is a sweet les- 


son in forgiveness, It is the same 
| meaning explained in Galatians 6: 
» i 


“Brethren, if a man be over- 
taken in a fault, ye which are 
spiritual, restore such an one 
in the spirit of meekness; con- 
sidering thyself, lest thou also 
be tempted.” 

Let us then go about finding 


»| Christians with dirty feet. Let us 
| gird ourselves with towels of hum- 
-=|ble brotherly love and wash their 
“= | Soiled spiritual feet with the Word 


of God. Let us help Christians to 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


confess and forsake wrongs. Let us 
help them to have again the joy of 
salvation. Let us love them, let 
us win them back to the narrow 
way, let us forgive them, let us 
pray for them! 

And what a striking illustration 
of the spirit in which we must 
come to help our erring brothers 
and sisters. We must come as a 
servant, not as a lord. We must 
cOme with loving humiliation to 
cleanse, and not to judge or con- 
demn. If an erring brother feels 
himself condemned and scorned and 
criticised by you, you can not help 
him in his temptation and weak- 
ness. But if he sees you a brother 
beloved, eager to refresh him, 
eager to lead him to blessing, eager 
to help him, how his heart will be 
touched and how willingly he will 
receive your ministry! We ought 
to wash one another’s feet. 


Ill. Ought Churches Have Public 
Foot-Washing Services? 


No, they ought not. Jesus did 
not mean that Christians gathering 
for public worship ought go 
through the form and ceremony of 
washing feet. I will give three evi- 
dences which I think are conclu- 
sive. 

1. New Testament churches did 
not so interpret this command. 
There is never a hint anywhere in 
the New Testament that any group 
of Christians ever came anywhere 
to wash one another’s feet as a 
public religious ceremony. We may 
be sure the disciples understood 
Christ’s meaning and they did not 
understand Him to mean that foot- 
washing should be a public reli- 
gious ceremony of the’ churches. 
The Scripture gives many acts of 
baptism, and mentions the dis- 
ciple’s breaking bread at the Lord's 
Supper a number of times in the 
New Testament churches, but nev- 
er mentions a foot washing service. 
Doubtless Christians did sometimes 
wash one another’s feet because 
they were dirty and as a courtesy, 
just as loving Christians today may 
do needed services one for another. 
But if they did, it was not done as 
a religious ceremony by the 
churches. 

2. No writer or apostle of the 
New Testament eyer gave instruc- 
tion that Christians were to have 
foot-washing ceremonies. Surely 
some of them would have repeated 
the teachings of Christ if that was 
what He meant to teach. The 
Apostles repeated His command 
about baptism, about the Lord’s 
Supper, and any other matters. But 
they never referred to foot-washing 
as a religious duty. 


3. The command of Jesus was not 
to churches, but to individuals. He 
said in verse 14, “Ye also ought to 
wash one another’s feet. One ought 
to wash another’s feet. That sen- 
tence involves two people — one 
who needs his feet washed and one 
who washes them. It does not in- 
volve a simultaneous public cere- 
mony with many washing many 
others’ feet. Many are tempted to 
make a formal public ceremony out 
of what Jesus meant to be private 
love and humble service. 


Good people say that they have 
foot-washing services to show their 
humility. But humility is not a 
thing for show. Public ceremony, 
washing of feet that do not need it 
before the multitude does not ex- 
press humility. But private serv- 
ice washing dirty feet that really 
need it, not to be seen of men, 
but to help and bless a brother, is 
a proper expression of humility. 

In conclusion, then, let us re- 
member both the literal and the 
spiritual lesson Jesus meant for 
us to get when He girded himself 
with a towel and washed the feet 
of the disciples. Let us be serv- 
ants to our brothers and sisters in 
Christ, willing to bathe their dirty 
feet or wash their dirty clothes or 
do many menial tasks that are 
needed. A loving heart does not 
find that hard. Loving mothers 
wash dirty dishes, wash soiled 
linen, scrub dirty floors. Not a one 
of us but has been served by our 
mothers as if she were the lowest 
Slave. Then let us forget ourselves 
and be servants to others for Je- 
sus’ sake, 

And let us not forget the spirit- 
ual lesson. Let us confess our 
faults one to another and pray one 
for another that we may be healed 
(James 8:16). Christians are 
washed, cleansed in the blood, and 
“are clean every whit,” except that 
a Christian needs daily help to con- 
fess sin and be cleansed and re- 
stored to fellowship with his broth- 
ers and sisters in Christ and with 
His heavenly Father. 


“It Is Finished!” 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 


understand me. I said I hope you 
have made your peace with God.” 

“T understand you perfectly, and 
I have answered you. There is none 
to make. The blood of Christ be- 
cause of its solitary dignity has 
settled that, and I rest on the peace 
He made by His precious blood. ‘It 
is finished.’ Upon that I can hang 
my eternity.” 

Can you say that? 


“Upon a life I did not live, 
Upon a death I did not die; 
Another’s life, Another’s death, 
I hang my whole eternity.” 


I would like to quote you that 
old hymn that nobody ever sings 
any more. I sometimes think ev- 
erybody has forgotten it but me. 
I used to hear it sung so much 
when I was a boy. And Moody and 
Sankey popularized it in Great 
Britain and they sing it over there 
still. I heard it when I was over 
there. That little hymn that is the 
answer to the question, ‘“‘What 
must I do to be Saved?” It is in the 
old gospel hymn book. 


“Nothing either great or small, 
Nothing, sinner, no. 

Jesus did it, did it all, 
Long, long ago. 


“When He from His lofty throne 
Stooped to do and die, 

Everything was fully done, 
Hearken to His cry, 


“Tt is finished!’ Yes, 
Finished every jot. 

Sinner, this is all you need, 
Tell me, is it not? 


indeed, 


“Weary, working, burdened one, 
Wherefore toil you so? 

Cease your doing. All was done 
Long, long ago. 


“Till to Jesus’ work you cling 
By a simple faith, 

Doing is a deadly thing, 
Doing ends in death. 


“Cast you deadly doing down, 
Down at Jesus’ feet, 

And in Him, in Him alone, 
Gloriously complete.” 

Have you trusted Him? 

A lady said to a preacher once, 
“IT don’t know, I have heard the 
story of the cross so much, but it 
seems to me something else is 
needed. That doesn’t fully satisfy.” 

And the preacher said, “My dear 
friend, it has fully satisfied God 
and it surely ought to satisfy you.” 

“Oh,” she said, “I never thought 
of it that way. If God is satisfied, 
certainly I ought to be. I can rest 
on that which satisfies God.” 

Are you resting on that which 
satisfies God? You say, “Well, I 
understand Christ died for me, and 
I will just have to avail myself of 
the good of this, but how to enter 
into it, I don’t understand.” Oh, 
that is very simple. The Scrip- 
ture makes it very plain. It calls 
upon all men everywhere to re- 
pent and to believe the gospel. 
What is repentance? It is to take 
your true place as a lost, guilty 
sinner before God, acknowledging 
that you have no goodness to plead, 
you have only sin to confess and 
your sins drive you to Christ. Then 
you put your trust in Him. That 
is the gospel. Do you believe it? 
The apostle Paul said, “I declare 
unto you the gospel . . .how that 
‘Christ died for our sins according 
to the scriptures; and that he was 
buried, and that he rose again the 
third day according to the scrip- 
tures.” You either believe the gos- 
pel or you do not believe it. And 
I am not talking merely of intel- 
lectual assent. A lot of people give 
intellectual assent to the gospel, 
who do not trust Christ for their 
own souls. I mean you either trust 
your soul’s eternity to the fact that 
Christ died for you and that He 
was buried and rose again, or you 
do not. If you do, your soul is 
saved. If you do not, you are still 
in your sins. “He that believeth on 
him is not condemned, but he that 
believeth not is condemned al- 
ready.” Don’t go on dishonoring 
God seeking for salvation when 
God hasn’t hid this salvation. You 
don’t have to seek for it. The Good 
Shepherd is out seeking you, the 
poor, lost sheep, and you have but 
to look up’ into His face and say, 
“Blessed Lord, here I am, I own 
my guilt, I trust Thee now as my 
Saviour.” And thank God, the work 
is done and you are saved when 
you trust the finished work “of the 
Lord Jesus Christ! 

If there are people here today 
who have never been very sure be- 


fore, but now you definitely rest up- 
on the finished work of Christ, you 
receive Him in faith as your Sav- 
iour, and. you will trust alone 
henceforth to that finished work, 
and you are ready now for the first 
time to confess Him openly as your 
Saviour — if you are, I wish you 
would rise to your feet that we 
might recognize you as one of this 
great family of faith. Is there 
somebody here today who will say, 
“I do trust Christ’? God bless you. 
Any one else who will say, “1 do 
trust Christ as my Saviour. I am 
not going to endeavor to do some- 
thing to propitiate God’s favor, but 
rest in the work that Jesus did, and 
my troubles are over’? Any one 
else? Will you rise to your feet? 
God bless you. Who will say: 
“Just as [ am, without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was sned 


for me, 

And that ‘Thou bidd’st me come 
to Thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come! I 
come!” 
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